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This issue of the ONE
revisits the vital
discussions of the last
Diocesan Assembly,
and shares new
blessings from Maine
to Long Island Sound.
Above: Icons new and
old are blessed at St.
Alexis, Clinton, Conn.
Below: Christ the
Savior Mission Church
blessing of
Kunduskeag River in
Bangor, Maine.

Blessing New England
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Highlights from the Assembly
Brett Nolte

Above: Dinner
conversation at
Immaculata Retreat
House refectory.
Below: The chapel at
the retreat center,
used for services on
Friday of the Assembly.
Photos: John Barone

[Brett Nolte shared his report to
Holy Resurrection, N.H., on the
52nd Diocesan Assembly.]
The assembly was an orderly
process, following a prepared agenda,
with budget presentations and also
inspiring presentations on history,
stewardship, and mission.
The 2-day event was located at
t h e Im m a c u l a i a Re t r e a t Ho u s e,
Willimantic, Conn.

Stewardship
Father Rober t Holet ga ve a
presentation gave a presentation with
PowerPoint slides on stewardship. He
is a Ukrainian Orthodox priest and
author of The First and Finest, a book
about stewardship. Orthodox
Christian stewardship is a “personal
matter of the heart” involving inner
attitudes, beliefs, emotions, drives
and ambitions. It is a life oriented to
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Right: Notes from the
Assembly summarizing
Metropolitan Tikhon’s
vision for the OCA.
Photo: Brett Nolte.

committing oneself to the word of
God in one's heart {“Let us commend
ourselves and each other and all our life unto
Christ our God”].
Is God the source and purpose of
what we do? Original Sin was a
catastrophic failure to acknowledge
God as Lord over his creation and
over ourselves, a loss of intimacy with
God. Stewardship is about spiritual
living, as illustrated by the pearl of
great price, the parable of the sower,
the parable of the talents.
Resistance to stewardship often
appears in a question: “Will I lose
out?” But truly, we “lose out” anyway
at death. The poor widow who gave
her last coins reveals the kingdom of
God is at hand.
The only form of stewardship that
is real is stewardship in freedom. Have
you ever received a gift from a child? A
child will receive from an adult a gift

of a piece of paper and a gift of a
crayon. The child then creates a
picture. The child is so excited. The
child does not want to keep it, though
it is very precious to the child. The
child makes it an oﬀering.
And what do you as the adult? You
are, of course, so pleased with the joy
of the child and the gift oﬀered, that
you are filled with your own joy, and
each shares joy with the other, in the
context of an oﬀering. And you in turn
make an offering of a smile and
perhaps an embrace, and you oﬀer
strength and love to the child. So
“Start with a percentage” in your
oﬀering to God, like a child of God.

Metropolitan Tikhon’s
vision for the OCA
Materials handed out included
reports by Archbishop Nikon and the
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Deans of the Boston, Connecticut and
Norther Deaneries.
Also included was Metropolitan
Tikhon's “four pillars” of his vision for
the OCA.

Mission

Right: Members of the
Diocesan Assembly
form the choir at
Divine Liturgy.
Photo: John Barone

Father Steven Hosking presented
on mission. He told a story of a native
Alaskan known for her talent in
weaving baskets. She was so well
known that she taught a class of
students. The first day of class the
teacher said: “Today I will teach you a
song of going out to the fields.” All day
the class practiced the song until is
was known by heart. The second day
she said: “Today, I will teach you a
song of cutting the grass.” And for the
entire day the class learned to sing and
remember the song of cutting the
grass. On the third day the teacher
said: “Today, I will teach you another
song. This song is about stripping the
blades of grass.” Then a student spoke
with impatience, saying: “But when
will we learn to weave baskets?” The
teacher answered: “A basket is a song
made real.” Mission is to make God's
love real, but not focused on any
“result” except
giving. Mission is
treating everyone
as “the people”
and being present
in the culture,
what they do,
where they are,
and there bring
the love of God
to their needs.
Other wise it is
proselytizing, not
mission.
St.
Herman and St.
Innocent learned
who their people
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were. The biggest fight in mission
today is against the popular notion
that you can believe what you want.
The biggest witness in response is the
Divine Liturgy. We live our lives in
liturgy. Every parish is a mission. Every
parishioner is a missionary.

Divine Liturgy
The centerpiece of the Assembly
was the Hierarchical Divine Liturgy at
t h e h o s t p a r i s h , Ho l y Tr i n i t y
Orthodox Church, Willimantic, Conn.
A r c h b i s h o p Ni ko n p r e s i d e d .
Protodeacon Paul Nimchek served as
first Deacon. Also serving was Deacon
Zachary from the Berlin, N.H., parish
for whom we have been praying as he
recovers from heart surgery.

The Assembly Participants
Fellowship and food were part of
the Assembly experience, for lunch,
and for a humble banquet in the
Immaculata House cafeteria.
After the banquet, all the
Assembly participants summoned the
chef and staff and sang to them:
“Many Years!”% %
ONE ☩
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“This is how stewardship should work”
A report from the 2015 Diocesan Assembly
Rev. Joshua Mosher
As reported last issue, V. Rev.
Robert Holet was invited to make a
presentation on how to approach
stewardship as Orthodox Christians.
Since this is a crucial concern for all
our parishes, we are continuing this
issue with an expanded review of his
presentation.
Fr. Rober t Holet introduced
himself as a parish priest in the
Ukrainian Orthodox Church. He has
completed a Doctor of Ministr y
Right: Fr. Robert
Holet delivers his
presentation to the
Assembly.
Photo: John Barone

studying the understanding of
stewardship in Orthodoxy.
He also introduced the “patron
saint of stewardship,” Apostle
Barnabas. He inherited land, sold it
and laid the proceeds at the feet of the
apostles. His gift brought great joy to
church, we hear in the Acts of the
Apostles. “This is how stewardship
should work,” Fr. Holet said.
“Stewardship is a matter of proper
understanding. But more, it is

Page 6

Right: Fr. Robert’s
presentation was titled,
“The Oﬀering of First
Fruits: Reﬂections on
Personal and Parish
Stewardship in our
Orthodox Tradition.”
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reflection of the heart. This is where
conversation gets hard.”
We need to aﬃrm that God is at
work in our lives, Fr. Holet said. That
fosters a desire to orient lives toward
Him as stewards.
Fr. Holet noted that the Gospel is
filled with discussions of money: the
pearl of great price; the parable of lost
coin showing desire and energy to
seek the lost; the parable of talents—
how do we use what we are given?
Proper stewardship sets us free
from anxiety about money and needs,
Fr. Holet argued. We will lose it all at
the grave regardless. But the Lord’s
promise is that one who gives receives
thirty, sixty, a hundredfold.
On the other hand, there is no
magic to solve a parish financial
crunch, he said: “Shortfalls can be a
sign of the sin of blindness.” God can
allow deprivation to help us learn and
be renewed, “So we can recover
paradise—as we hear at the beginning
of Great Lent.”
Fr. Holet talked through the story
of Cain and Abel in the Book of
Genesis as a fundamental teaching of
stewardship. Abel oﬀers the firstborn
and fattest of his flock, which made “a
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sweet smelling fragrance” to God.
Cain just makes “an oﬀering,” which is
not acceptable to God. St. John
Chrysostom says Cain lacks zeal and
care.
Fr. Holet described the result of
Cain’s poor stewardship: enmity and
envy lead to his murdering his brother
Abel. Fleeing retribution, he suﬀers
fear and misery. Fr. Holet observed.
“‘Miser’ and ‘misery’ are so close!”
The Old and New Testaments
have much more to say about
stewardship. Jesus himself taught wise
stewardship, Fr. Holet pointed out.
Those who are faithful in a little will
be entrusted with much; the widow
who gave a tiny oﬀering is blessed
because it was all she had.
Above all, the Lord made himself
into an oﬀering on the cross. Fr. Holet
reminded us of the Lord’s words at
supper before going to the cross: “May
they be one as we are one.” This is
what we participate in through the
Liturgy.
Fr. Ho l e t e m p h a s i z e d t h e
significance of the Liturgy to the
whole of our life. It takes material
things and makes them divine. He
pointed to the skevophylakion attached
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to Byzantine churches. The deacons
would collect oﬀerings of bread and
wine for the Eucharist, but also fish
and oil, money, prayer requests from
people. They brought representative
oﬀerings from all they had.
Fr. Holet also told of how St.
Vladimir, after his baptism, collected a
tithe of his wealth and built a Church
of the All-Holy Tithe. He likes to tell
his parish, “Don't tell me this isn't
Ukrainian!”
He invited us to embrace this
example of sacred oﬀering: “Don't
start with what you think God is
asking or what the church needs.
Rather ask, what has God given me?
And give portion back in thanks and
faith.”
Fr. Holet closed with a quick
summary of an eight-fold Cycle of
Stewardship.
1. God creates and gives all.

Below: Clergy and
faithful assemble at the
Divine Liturgy during
the Diocesan
Assembly.
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2 . We r e c e i v e h i s g i f t i n
thanksgiving. If we refuse then we
miss the opportunity for communion.
3. Oﬀer to Lord—in worship but
also other aspects of life.
4. Share with others—like the
Lord taking five loaves and feeding
five thousand.
5. God receives our oﬀering and
pours forth greater abundance. Grace
upon grace.
6. Grace transforms us through
our stewardship. A cold heart catches
flame. Impossible becomes possible.
7. The steward will give an account
for stewardship. Each will meet the
Master in the end.
8. Finally, enter into the eternal
reward of your Lord.
Fr. Holet concluded, “What will
be the character of our parishes? Do
we remain in fear, saying, ‘Show me
the money’? Or open our hearts in
thanks and trust?”
ONE ☩
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Interview with an Iconographer
Photine Hunt of St. Alexis
Joan Skrobat

Right: Fr. Steven
Hosking blessing
icons.
Photo: Alex Martins

Photine (Diane) Hunt, has this
past year joined the faithful of St.
Alexis parish, Clinton, Conn. She has
been most gracious and generous to
the parish in sharing her talent of
writing icons. This is an interview
with her about her stor y of her
journey to Orthodoxy.
You have recently joined St.
Alexis Church in Clinton. Where
are you from?
I have lived most of my life in
France although I am an American
citizen with American parents. I have
recently come back to the US to take
care of my elderly mother.
Your name, Photine, that of
the Samaritan woman, might

indicate a Greek background. Are
you a “cradle” Orthodox?
No, not at all. I was only vaguely
aware of the existence of the
Orthodox Church. I was baptized
into the Catholic Church later in life
after searching everywhere for my
spiritual home. Still I was not satisfied
until I finally discovered Orthodoxy
through spiritual calligraphy and at
last, icons. My first workshop was an
indelible experience!
I suppose you have an artistic
background and training.
Actually, I don’t. I decided very
young that I had no artistic talent, as
I felt oppressed and blocked by the
insistence on “creativity,” personal
expression, and originality that I
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Right: Three icons
written by Photine
(center, with Fr.
Hosking). Center old
Russian icon property
of Anastasia & Glenn
Penkoﬀ-Lidbeck.
Photo: Alex Martins
encountered at school. I turned my
energies to crafts, needlework of all
kinds, fashion and finally calligraphy.
Then I discovered iconography at the
same time as the Orthodox Church.
Without knowing it, I had been
preparing myself by the study of form,
color, structure and texture, all of
which I would need for the
understanding and writing of icons.
Suddenly all my experience jelled into
this form of expression.
So artistic talent or training is
not necessary to write icons?
My first teacher used to say that,
in the modern context, she preferred
to get students with no artistic
training, but rather coming from a
more technical background, even
including architectural design. In her
experience, it is often diﬃcult to drop
the habits and vision acquired in art
school that ha ve little place in
iconography.

What then is required to
study icon-writing?
I would say: a love of
craftsmanship, a lot of patience,
concentration and perseverance,
maybe even a dose of perfectionism!
Certainly a love of and attraction to
icons and the spiritual realities they
represent, and maybe, as one gets
more involved, a willingness to lead a
simple life with minimum distraction.
It is easy to see why it is a spiritual
path!
A re
t h e re
spiritual
requirements?
It is possible to write icons on a
technical level, but, from what I have
seen, the quality of the icons seems to
be directly correlated to the degree of
implication in the spiritual life of the
Church. Writing icons is a gift one
prays for!
Do you follow a particular
school of iconography?
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I am the disciple of Alexander
S t a l n o v, a p r o m i n e n t Ru s s i a n
iconographer, and of his long-time
Italian disciple Giancarlo Pelligrini. In
Europe, you have to be quite
multi-lingual! Because of this
background I tend to favor the
Russian style, although I can paint in
other styles also.
Is your training on-going?
Ye s , a l t h o u g h I h a v e b e e n
studying for many years now, I find it
necessary to continually return to the
source so to speak. Icon writing is a
corporate experience, within the
Church and within the relationships
developed in the context of a
particular school. I therefore hope to
be able to return to Europe twice a
year for advance workshops.
You have recently donated 3
icons to St Alexis. What can you
tell us about them?
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The first one was “The eye that
never sleeps”, Christ Emmanuel
watching over his Church and each of
its members. Father Stephen was
happy to place it on the high place in
the altar when the bishop is not there.
It can also be a Nativity icon.
The second was requested by
Fa t h e r S t e p h e n : a n i c o n o f S t
Elizabeth New Martyr, as she is a
patron of the church of St Alexis
which did not possess a hand-written
icon representing her.
The third is a festal icon, that of
the Nativity of the Mother of God. A
good place to start the series of icons
of the Feasts!
T h a n k yo u f o r t h e s e
c o m m e n t s . We a re l o o k i n g
forward to seeing more of your
work.
Thank you to St Alexis for being
so welcoming, supportive an
appreciative!% %
ONE ☩

Parish Grant Program for 2016
Protodeacon Paul Nimchek
At the 2011 Diocesan Assembly, a
" Pa r i s h G r a n t In i t i a t i v e " w a s
a p p r o v e d . Pa r i s h e s i n t h e Ne w
E n g l a n d D i o ce s e c a n a p p l y f o r
financial grants to support outreach
and charity programs in their
communities. The diocese has
budgeted up to $10,000 in grant
monies to help support parishes in
these eﬀorts. Check the Diocesan
website at www.dneoca.org for the
grant guidelines and an application.
Applications will be reviewed as
received. Check the website for
details.
Yours in Christ, Deacon Paul
ONE ☩
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Pictures taken during
the Christ the Savior
Mission Church
blessing of the
Kunduskeag River in
Bangor, Maine. They
celebrated Liturgy for
Theophany on Jan. 3 at
the Bangor Chapel.
Fr. John Pawelchak
(center) and Fr. Scott
Mitchell (top and
bottom) celebrated
Liturgy, with Fr. Scott
celebrating Great
Blessing of the Waters.
Spraznikom!

Orthodox New England

February, 2016

Page 12

Orthodox New England

February, 2016

St. Mark, Kingston, Mass.,
participates in Christmas festival
George Haddad

Right: A visit from St.
Nicholas.
Below: Setting up the
cookies and hot
chocolate.

Once again, on December 19, the
parish of St. Mark of Ephesus,
Kingston, Mass., participated in the
town-wide annual Christmas
celebration called Luminary.
One of the highlights of this
celebration is that many churches
hold an open house to welcome in the
community. Visitors to St. Mark’s are
warmly greeted with hot chocolate
a n d co o k i e s a n d a l m o s t a l w a y s
comment on the beauty and sanctity
of our little church.
This year, with the unseasonably
warm weather, we welcomed hundreds
of people to listen to music performed
by the choir, enjoy a visit from Saint
Nicholas and to get a chance to ask
questions about the church and the
faith.
We e a g e r l y l o o k f o r w a r d to
Luminary as an opportunity to work
together to show the community a bit
of who we are. %%
ONE ☩
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Restoration work continues at
SS. Peter & Paul, Meriden, Conn.
Joe Uliase, a
professional art restorer
and member of SS.
Peter & Paul Orthodox
Church, has been
working on restoring
the iconostasis and
large cruciﬁxion icon at
the church. The results
thus far have thrilled
the parish.
Above: The ﬁrst project
was to renew the gold
leaf (actually “Dutch
metal”) and repaint the
background of the
Royal Doors. They now
glisten, especially in
candle light.
Below left: Joe cleaned
and retouched the
colors of the
cruciﬁxion icon, to
restore it to the original
pattern, painted by Fr.
Seraphim Oblivantseﬀ,
founding pastor of SS.
Peter & Paul.
Below right: Joe
Uliase at work.
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GIVING ABOVE & BEYOND
March is ONE Stewards Month
Protodeacon Paul Nimchek
donors who truly set the example of
“Giving Above and Beyond.”
Show your support of our diocesan
Youth, our diocesan Seminarians, our
diocesan Missions, and our diocesan
Charity donations during 2016 by
supporting ONE Stewards. You should
be receiving your ONE Stewards
appeal envelope in late Februar y.
Remember, March is ONE Stewards
month. Let’s all join Archbishop
Nikon in supporting ONE Stewards in
2016.

Below: ONE Stewards
raises fund for the
mission of the diocese,
like Diocesan Youth
Rally.

The diocese again reached the
ONE Stewards budget level with over
$22,000 of donations in 2015. There
were two new members to the
"Bishop's Circle" of donors ($500 or
more) this past year as well.
Archbishop Nikon and the Diocesan
Council are ver y thankful and
appreciative of this select group of

ONE Stewards
PO Box 1182
Torrington, CT 06790

Yours in Christ, Deacon Paul
ONE ☩
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Subscribe to the online
version of the ONE
Right: The Diocese of
New England web site
features a link to
subscribe to the
electronic version of
the ONE (shown in the
bottom right corner).

Did you know that you can read
the ONE on our web site, in full
color? Did you know that you can sign
up to be sent a link to the latest issue,
every time it’s published?
Ever y issue of Orthodox New
England is published on our diocesan
web site first—usually two or three
weeks in advance of the mailed copy.
The issues are in PDF form, so you
can view them in your web browser,
download them to read later, or print
them on your home color printer.
Many subscribers have chosen to
switch to the electronic version. It’s
convenient and saves the diocese
printing and postage costs.
There are two simple ways to sign
up. Either email the editor with a

request — frjmosher@sspeterpaul.org ;
or use our new web form to sign up
directly: http://eepurl.com/bKWLP5 .
That link is a short and simple
URL for a much longer and
complicated address. You can also visit
the Diocese of New England web site
and find it: http://dneoca.org .
Whichever way you sign up, you
will receive a confirmation email.
Then, about every other month, you
will receive a notice of a new issue of
the ONE, with a direct link to the
PDF.
If you would prefer to read the
full-color electronic version, please
sign up. And spread the word!
ONE ☩
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Upcoming Events
Feb 29

Deadline for the next issue of the ONE.

Mar 20

Sunday of Orthodoxy Vespers: Holy Trinity G.O., Waterbury,
Conn.

Mar 27

Connecticut Deanery Lenten Vespers: Christ the Savior,
Southbury, Conn.

Apr 10

Connecticut Deanery Lenten Vespers: St. Nicholas, Pittsﬁeld,
Mass.

Apr 17

Connecticut Deanery Unction Service: Three Saints, Ansonia,
Conn.

Apr 24

Connecticut Deanery Bridegroom Matins: All Saints, Hartford.

June 5

St. Nicholas, Pittsﬁeld, Mass., celebrates centennial

June 10–11

Christ the Savior, Southbury, Conn., celebrates 25th
Anniversary

Oct 9, 2016

Holy Trinity, Willimantic, Conn., celebrates centennial

