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Reflections on 2013 Assembly
Julianna Kreta

Most of the time, we think of 
a diocesan assembly as a business 
meeting. Certainly, there was 
business discussed and decisions 
made as a whole group. But at our 
assembly in October, 2013, I also 
came away with a few things that I 
can do as an individual Orthodox 
Christian. I came away with a few 
things that if each us did, collec-
tively can make a huge impact on 
our own souls, our church, and our 

Assembly to 10

Right: Metropolitan 
Tikhon speaks at the 
2013 Diocesan Assem-
bly.
Photo: John Barone

With boundless enthusiasm and 
energy, high school and college stu-
dents spread good will and cheer in 
the greater Bridgeport, Conn., area 
the weekend of December 13–16, 2013, 
as they participated in the YES Pro-
gram of FOCUS North America (Fel-
lowship of Orthodox Christians 
United to Serve). During that week-
end, 32 young Orthodox Christians 
gave up their smart phones for fellow-

ship with each other, and exchanged 
social networking for social ac-
tion—with unbridled joy.

YES (Youth Equipped to Serve), 
based in Pittsburgh, Penn., provides 
opportunities for junior high, high 
school, and college students to engage 
in social action. The program is also 
designed to raise self-awareness 

Young Orthodox Christians learn 
and serve with joy in Bridgeport
M. Deborah Belonick

YES to 2

http://www.yesnorthamerica.org/
http://www.yesnorthamerica.org/
http://www.yesnorthamerica.org/
http://www.yesnorthamerica.org/
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through simulated and real encounters 
that create a deliberate tension between 
egoism and sacrifice, promoting con-
scious reflection about what it means to 
see the image of Christ in each person 
and to do God’s work.

During their weekend in Bridge-
port, YES participants took a non-
conventional prayer tour of the city, and 
then on Satur-
day, qu ick l y 
shifted their 
plans from vis-
i t ing a loca l 
homeless shel-
te r (which 
closed due to a 
New England 
snowstorm) to 
pa s s ing out 
sma l l t rea t s 
and ho l iday 
g reet ings to 
shoppers a t 
the local mall. 
They also surprised shoppers by paying 
for their coffee or lunch!

“It was actually more uncomfortable 
sharing kindness with the middle class 
and rich than with the poor!” acknowl-
edged one participant. “Our efforts to-
ward the poor this weekend were never 
rejected, but oftentimes people who 

were better off eco-
nomically mistrusted 
or e ven snubbed 
us—and this was a 
valuable exercise in 
ministry, because we 
experienced, in a 
small way, the socie-
tal rejection that Je-
sus must have often 
felt.”
    “The fruit of en-
gaging our groups in 
se r v ice to the i r 

community is that they begin to know 
as friends, the people that they once 
perceived to be strangers,” said Katrina 
Bitar, director of the YES Program, and 
one of the supervisors accompanying 
the group to Bridgeport. “Students that 
experience a YES trip often become 
aware of who the Lord has created 
them to be—a valuable part of His 
workmanship—as they enter into a life 
of selfless love.”

    The YES group 
was hosted by 
Holy Ghost Rus-
sian Orthodox 
Greek Catholic 
Church, Bridge-
por t , where 
Archpriest Ste-
ven J. Belonick is 
rector, and 
housed a t S t . 
George Ortho-
dox Church , 
Trumbull, where 
Archpriest Den-
ni s Rhodes i s 

rector. The parishes are in the New 
England Diocese and Albanian Arch-
diocese of the Orthodox Church in 
America (OCA), respectively. The group 
sang vespers at St. George Church on 
Saturday, and participated in Divine 
Liturgy at Holy Ghost Church on Sun-
day—as well as giving an impromptu 
and inspired sacred music concert in 
the church’s choir loft following coffee 
hour!

“Any time Orthodox teens can come 
together to pray with each other, sup-
port each other in their faith, create 
friendships, and reach out to those in 
need, it is a very good thing,” said Fr. 
Steven. “We were blessed to host the 
YES Program over the weekend and we 
look for another opportunity to invite 
them back. They made a lasting im-
pression on my parish members.”

ONE ☩

Right: YES (Youth 
Equipped to Serve) at 
Holy Ghost Church, 
Bridgeport, CT; Three 
participated from the 
Diocese of New Eng-
land (OCA).

Below: Katrina Bitar 
(center), director of YES 
at Holy Ghost Church, 
Bridgeport, CT, with 
(from left) Peter Hristov, 
parish president; and 
YES leaders Michael 
Mayer from Orange 
County, CA, Jordan 
Kurzum from Pitts-
burgh, PA, Theo Smith 
from Boston, MA, Dylan 
Fahoome from Detroit, 
MI, and Nicole Maalouf 
from Boston, MA 
(leader not pictured 
Danielle Batarseh from 
Little Falls, NJ); and 
Archpriest Steven Belo-
nick, rector.

YES from 1
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St. Mark Mission, Kingston, Mass.
George Haddad

The December 14, 2013, snow-
storm and cold weather provided an 
idyllic background for the Annual 
Town of Kingston, Mass., Luminary. 
For several years, the town has cele-
brated the season of the Nativity of 
Christ with a tree lighting, caroling 
and church open houses on Main 
Street (a.k.a. Church Row) all outlined 
with beautiful luminary bags. St. Mark 
of Ephesus Mission is always a popular 
stop for townspeople and visitors who 
love the beauty, tranquility and the 
sense of holiness that is felt in our 
sanctuary. 

Every year, many parishioners par-
ticipate in helping to organize our 
portion of the luminary which in-
cludes decorating, preparing and serv-
ing hot chocolate and cookies, as well 
as greeting, giving guided visits and 
answering any questions visitors may 
have on the faith or the church. Our 
small choir fills the church with their 
big, beautiful voices to the delight of 
everyone. So many people over the 

years have told us how much they ap-
preciate the whole atmosphere—in-
cense, icons, music, genuine hospital-
ity and warmth—all of which makes 
for a wonderful celebration of this 
holy season.  

We are proud of our participation 
in the Kingston Luminary which gives 
many an opportunity to visit an Or-
thodox church for the very first time. 
We may be a small parish but we leave 
a lasting and positive impression on 
those that come for a visit.  

ONE ☩

Right: St. Mark Mission 
decorated for the 
Kingston Luminary 
last December.

Below: Scenes from 
Archbishop Nikon or-
daining Gregory  Cur-
ran to the Holy Diaco-
nate, during Divine Lit-
urgy at Christ the Sav-
ior, Southbury, Conn.
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Right: Archbishop 
Nikon chatted with par-
ticipants over breakfast 
at Youth Rally 2013.
Photo: M. Macrina 
Hopko

“Giving Above And Beyond”
March is ONE Stewards Month
Protodeacon Paul Nimchek

The diocese again exceeded the 
$20,000 budget goal in 2013 ONE 
Stewards donations. Our Diocesan 
Archbishop Nikon continues to set 
the example of generous stewardship 
with his personal donations to ONE 
Stewards throughout the year. The 
“Bishop’s Circle” donors ($500 or 
more) also are very crucial in meeting 
the goals of ONE Stewards and in 
2013 there were two new donors to 
this select group. 

Show your support of our diocesan 
Youth by sponsoring a “ral lyer ” 
through ONE Stewards. In addition 
our diocesan Seminarians, our dioce-
san Missions including our new mis-
sion in Maine, and our diocesan Char-
ity donations are supported by your 
“Giving Above and Beyond” to ONE 
Stewards.  

You should be receiving your 
ONE Stewards appeal envelope in late 

February. Remember, March is ONE 
Stewards month. Let’s all join Arch-
bishop Nikon in supporting ONE 
Stewards in 2014.

Contributions can always be 
mailed to the ONE Stewards address:

ONE Stewards
PO Box 1182
Torrington, CT 06790 

Yours in Christ,  
Deacon Paul

ONE ☩
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Hol y Ghost 
Church, Bridgeport, 
Conn., has recently 
been awarded a 
$20,000 Historic 
Preservation Techni-
cal Assistance Grant 
(HPTAG ) , which 
will fund a condition 
assessment and res-
toration plan for its 
church building. The 
grant, given by the 
Connecticut Trust 
for Historic Preser-
vat ion , ha s been 
equally matched by 
funds from a bequest 
to the parish from Alexander and 
Astrid Samus, by permission of Sophie 
Rogers, sister of Mr. Samus and cur-
rent member of the Parish Council of 
Holy Ghost Church. The church has 

contracted with TLB Architecture, a 
firm in Chester, Conn., to do a top-to-
bottom assessment of the building 
during the coming year, beginning in 
February 2014.

The pastor of the parish, Archpri-
est Steven J. Belonick, explained the 
need for the assessment, saying, “Our 
church temple during the past dec-
ades has suffered damage from the 
natural elements and is certainly feel-
ing its age. This architectural study 
will help us better understand any ma-
jor and minor problems with the 
structure and the building’s mechani-
cals, and will help us better plan our 
course for the future.”

Holy Ghost Church, situated at 
1510 East Main Street, in the heart of 
Bridgeport, was founded in 1894 as 
part of the North American Archdio-
cese of the Russian Orthodox Church, 
and now is a parish of the Orthodox 
Church in America (OCA). A canon-
ized saint of the OCA, Priest Alexis 

Holy Ghost Church, Bridgeport, receives 
$20,000 grant "om Connecticut Trust

Right: (from left) 
Archpriest Steven J. Be-
lonick, rector of Holy 
Ghost Church, Bridge-
port, Conn., receives a 
$20,000 technical assis-
tance grant from Helen 
Higgins, executive di-
rector of the Connecti-
cut Trust for Historic 
Preservation, along 
with Parish Council 
member Sophie Rogers 
and Parish Council 
president Peter Hristov.

Below: The front of 
Holy Ghost Church.
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Toth, served at the dedication of the 
parish’s first church building, located 
at Hallett St., on Palm Sunday, April 
26, 1895. The parish relocated to East 
Main St. and dedicated its present 
building on Palm Sunday, April 26, 
1937.

The church building contains a 
wealth of historic treasures, including 
six enormous sonorous bells cast by 
master metallurgist B.M. Orlov in St. 
Petersburg, Russia and donated by 
Tsar Nicholas II to the parish in 1896; 
the largest of the bells, weighing 
4,000 pounds, contains in raised relief 
the images of Russian rulers Tsar 
Nicholas II and Tsarina Alexander on 
one side, and an icon of Christ on the 
other side. The icon screen also was 
donated by Tsar Nicholas II and Tsa-
rina Alexander, and contains a unique 
panel of their patron saints. The 
church’s magnificent stained glass 
windows were the subject of a survey 
by the Stained Glass Association of 
America in 1983, and subsequently be-
came included in a computer base at 
the University of Massachusetts, Am-
herst, as a study for art historians.

HPTAG is a collaborative historic 
preservation technical assistance pro-
gram of the Connecticut Trust for 
Historic Preservation (CTHP), in 
partnership with and funding from the 
State Historic Preservation Office, 
Department of Economic and Com-
munity Development, through the 
Community Investment Act.  ONE ☩

Above Right: The inte-
rior of Holy Ghost 
Church.

Below Left: Bell do-
nated by Tsar Nicholas 
II.

Below Right: Example 
of the historic stained 
glass inside Holy 
Ghost.
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St. Nicholas, Pittsfield, Mass., 
builds a beautiful new church
Steven Nikitas 

On June 8, 2013 the newest 
church in the Diocese of New Eng-
land (OCA) was consecrated, with 
Archbishop Nikon presiding. St. 
Nicholas Orthodox Church is lo-
cated in Pittsfield, Mass., at the far 
western end of the state, and it was 
built by the end of 2012 to replace 
the original church, built in 1916.

St. Nicholas was first established 
by Russian and Ukrainian immi-
grants under St. Tikhon,  then 
Bishop of the North American dio-
cese, and later Patriarch of Moscow. 
Fifty parishioners attended the first 
organizational meeting on May 20, 
1916. The parish acquired a property 
in Pittsfield, a house that was reno-
vated to make a church by removing 
the second floor. A blue dome and 
Russian Orthodox cross were soon 
erected on the roof. The church was 
consecrated on July 22, 1917 by Bishop 
Evdokim of New York City.

The Sisterhood of the Holy Virgin 
was organized in 1927 to support the 
church, comfort the sick and be-
reaved, and to assist the church com-
mittee. During the 1930s the parish 
thrived as it reached out to the small 
Russian community in Berkshire 
County. Throughout the ensuing dec-
ades the congregation flourished.

The 1990s was a time of growth 
for the parish as many immigrants ar-
rived in Berkshire County after the 
rise of freedom in Russia. Metropoli-
tan Theodosius visited St. Nicholas in 
1993 and officiated at Vespers, the first 
time that the head of the OCA had 
come to Pittsfield.

The church also has hosted inter-
national musical luminaries who were 
associated with the Summer festival at 
the renowned Tanglewood music cen-
ter in nearby Lenox, including the 
conductor Serge Koussevitsky and his 
wife Olga, and cellist Mstislav Ros-
tropovich and his wife, the opera 
singer Galina Vishnevsky.

This small parish has succeeded 
through the years by the hard work of 
dedicated members far too numerous 
to mention individually. Today they 
include elders Nicholas and Marina 
Bobrovsky, along with Barbara Par-
hizgar, Irene Vassos, Emilie and Rick 
Goudey, Patricia Davis, Helen and 
Danton Papurkov, Len Madzy and 
Tanya Bogaevskaya and others.

In 2003 our beloved priest Fr. Jo-
sef Petranin retired after 28 years. He 
was succeeded by Fr. Barnabas Fravel 
of Pennsylvania in 2006—as a full-
time priest. The young Fr. Barnabas 
along with his wife and two small 
children offered a fresh face for St. 
Nicholas.

Right: Ground-
breaking at the site of 
the new church of St. 
Nicholas, Pittsfield.
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In 2008 the parish council re-
solved to acquire or build a new 
church. Several local churches which 
had been closed were considered. For 
several years, however, Fr. Petranin 
had had his eye on a property which 
had a big house with a large yard.

Fortuitously the next-door hospi-
tal had wanted the old St. Nicholas for 
an expansion. With the sale of that 
property and the sale of the old rec-
tory house, St. Nicholas was ready for 
a new era. The new property at 1304 
North Street was purchased and in 
2011 Fr. Barnabas, Matushka Daria and 
their children Matthew and Myra 
moved into the house, which needed 
upgrading. Eager parishioners volun-
teered with painting and other repairs.

This new parish house even has a 
famous history. From 1922 to 1924, it 
was the home of actress Kay Francis 
who would go on to become the big-
gest Hollywood superstar of the 1930s. 
It always has been known around 
Pittsfield as The Kay Francis House. 
She lived in the house after she mar-
ried a wealthy young man from Pitts-
field when she still was a struggling 
young actress in New York City.

In summer, 2011, the site was 
blessed and construction of the new 
1,500 sq. foot church began that Fall. 
The temple was completed without a 
hitch, in plenty of time for Pascha, 
2012. What a wonderful Easter gift. 
God had blessed us!

The new church is spacious and 
airy, and naturally light with many 

windows. Over the next 18 months 
crucial details were finalized, includ-
ing the laying of a travertine marble 
floor, the installation of a new altar 
table which was consecrated as part 
of the June 8 ceremonies, and the 
raising in August, 2013, of a stunning 
crystal chandelier that was a gift from 
the closed Holy Family Catholic 
church.

While the current St. Nicholas 
icon screen is temporary and is the 
last item remaining for the completion 
of this phase, the accomplished 
Byzantine-style icons themselves are 
part of the church’s history. They were 
painted (or “written”) by parishioner 
Nicholas Bobrovsky who now is en-
couraging others in the art of iconog-
raphy. Mr. Bobrovsky’s father was an 
iconographer as well, and Mr. Bo-
brovsky himself, a retired electrical 
engineer by profession, has written 
more than 50 icons in his life.

Said Fr. Barnabas of the new 
church: “We are thankful for all of the 
blessings that the Lord continues to so 
graciously shower us with. Since the 
beginning, as we set out to make the 
vision of a new Orthodox Church in 
Pittsfield a reality, we were constantly 
reminded and encouraged by our pas-
tor emeritus Fr. Josef Petranin with 
those words from Luke 18:27 that 
‘with God all things are possible….’ 
And just as our Lord said, and as Fr. 
Josef reminded us, we see that truly all 
things are possible with God.”

Parish council president Irene Vas-
sos said: “Being able as a church to 
participate in the building of a new 
altar elicited ancient traditions that 
were as moving as any Orthodox event 
I ’ve experienced. The sound of 
wooden pegs being pounded into place 
was profoundly symbolic of the nails 
driven into the Cross and Christ’s sal-
vific offering to us, a sacrifice that we 

Right: Consecrating the 
exterior of St. 
Nicholas.
Photo: John Barone
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repeat and celebrate during every Di-
vine Liturgy.”

Tanya Bogaevskaya added: “It has 
been a real honor to be a part of these 
historic days in the life of St. Nicholas 
parish. Over the last five years we 
have, by God’s grace, with the blessing 
of Archbishop Nikon and the faithful 
work of our parishioners, fulfilled a 
dream of several generations in our 
church.

“The beauty of our new temple, 
the experience 
of building it 
and now wor-
shiping in it has 
surpassed eve-
r ything I had 
hoped for. Con-
secration of our 
church wa s 
magnificent in 
its meaning and 
beauty, and it 
on l y happens 
for many of us 
once in a life-
time. Bless God that we have been 
given this opportunity!

“The consecration marked a major 
change in the life of our parish as we 
turn our attention from building the 
new Temple of God to placing our full 
resources into the spreading of the 
Orthodox faith in our local commu-
nity and the expanding of our minis-
tries and services.

“Through the Divine Service of 
Consecration, St. Nicholas became a 
sacred house, the house of the Lord. 
The grace and glory of the Lord filled 
its interior and we hope that they will 
fill the hearts of everyone who enters 
our church in repentance and faith.

“We are looking forward to future 
baptisms, confessions, communions, 
holy matrimonies, healing of souls and 
bodies, and celebrations in this 

Heaven on Earth which is our St. 
Nicholas church.”

 The construction of a social hall is 
next on the agenda but that is another 
major venture. The congregation cur-
rently uses a large room in the parish 
house for after-church gatherings and 
other events. The new hall will be 
built as time and funds allow.

St. Nicholas is clearly visible to 
thousands of travelers passing by every 
day on the busy highway. It stands out 

boldly with its 
two shiny blue 
domes -  one 
large and one 
small - and its 
brilliant gold 
O r t h o d o x 
crosses. It has 
been du l y 
noted in local 
newspapers as 
the only new 
church that 
has been built 
in the city in 

the last 20 years as other churches are 
shuttered for lack of members.

St. Nicholas held its first annual 
festival in September 2013 and makes 
regular appearances at the Pittsfield 
Ethnic Fair and at other local events 
in order to reach out to the commu-
nity.

For those of us blessed to be part 
of the St. Nicholas community this 
church truly is a gem. In addition to 
an abundance of adult parishioners, we 
have guests almost every Sunday and 
an eager group of faithful Christian 
children who attend services and Sun-
day school regularly. The recent bap-
tism of Lucas Chamberlain was a joy 
for us all. This new church gives us 
great hope for the future and shows 
that indeed with God all things are 
possible!* *             ONE ☩

Right: Consecrating the 
Holy Altar in St. 
Nicholas Church.
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world.
 We were blessed to have Metro-

politan Tikhon with us this year. We 
had the chance to ask him questions 
directly, and he listened and re-
sponded with love and care. He had a 
message, not just for the people at 
the assembly, but for all the people of 
our diocese as individual Orthodox 
Christians. He spoke that in his ob-
servations as our leader he has no-
ticed three things that each individual 
Orthodox Christian can work on. 

The first, Met. Tikhon said, is 
prayer. We can always improve our 
individual life of prayer and relation-
ship with God. Do not underestimate 
the power of prayer and the impact it 
can have.

The second, is to act. The Lord 
declared that now is the time to act, 
His Beatitude said. “We have dis-
cussed , and bra instormed, and 
planned out many things, nationally, 
as a diocese, and as individual church 
communities, he added. “I am sure 
each parish has many great ideas for 
outreach, for growth, for coming to-
gether as a community, for learning 
more, for praying more. Whatever 

those ideas are: Do them! With prayer 
and faith, we can make them happen!”

The third thing the Metropolitan 
asked each of us to work on, is to take 
time to rest. To be still. To take care 
of the temple of God, which is your-
self. He said very clearly that this is a 
day and age where everything is fast 
paced and non-stop. STOP! Take a 
moment to pray, take a moment to 
rest. Even if it is just a moment in 
each day. Met. Tikhon said that he 
would like us to act, but in order to be 
at our best, to be able to act effec-
tively, we have to first take care of 
ourselves, to take the time to rest, to 
pray, to be still, and to hear God in the 
stillness, listen to what He may be 
telling you or where He may be guid-
ing you.

We were also blessed to have Fr. 
John Parker speak to us about evan-
gelization. Often, when I hear that, I 
think I’m going to be in for more big 
ideas, more talking, more things to 
take back to our individual churches 
and keep talking about and never do-
ing anything about. But this was dif-
ferent. His suggestions were very easy 
and practical. They were suggestions 
that each church community can do 
without having to first talk it to death. 

Assembly from 1

Above: Archbishop 
Nikon with Metropoli-
tan Tikhon at the Di-
ocesan Assembly.

Below: Fr. John Parker 
addressing the Assem-
bly.
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They are things each individual can do 
without having to discuss it with any-
one! One of his suggestions was to 
simply invite someone to church. In-
vite your friends, family, neighbors, 
people you see in the store, or on the 
street! Why not? As Fr. Parker said, 
“We have been given the greatest gift: 
Heaven on Earth. Let’s share it!” The 
church is the work of the people; this 
is how God works in the world. Let 
us, as individuals, make a step towards 
sharing that gift, Let’s allow God to 
work in us, and through us. 

Business is important, and a lot of 
important things were decided and 
agreed upon, but I realized at this as-
sembly that God does not only work 
at meetings. God does not only work 
through discussions, conversations, or 
voting. God does not only work 
through nominated assembly mem-
bers, church councils, or priests, God 
also works through each and every 
one of us. We are the tools God will 
use in the church as a whole, in our 
diocese, in our home parishes, in the 
world. So let us all pray more, for our 
church, our world, and each other. Let 

us not forget to take time for our-
selves, to take care of ourselves, to be 
still, to be open to God’s guidance. 
And finally let us act. Let us invite 
anybody and everybody to “Come and 
see.” Let us act on our “big ideas” even 
if we are not sure how they will turn 
out. Let’s try. Let’s find a way. Let us 
trust in God, pray to God, listen to 
His guidance to show us the way to do 
His will, and act in faith.          ONE ☩

Right and Below: 
Scenes from the instal-
lation of a new parish 
sign at SS. Peter & Paul, 
Meriden, Conn. The 
Brotherhood of SS. Pe-
ter & Paul volunteered 
the labor, tools and ma-
terials to erect it. The 
work was completed in 
one December Satur-
day, 2013.
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