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Right: His Eminence,
Archbishop JOB in 2009.
Above: His Grace, Bishop
Melchisedek of Pittsburgh
and Western Pennsylvania
presiding at the burial in
Black Lick, Pennsylvania.
Photos from www.oca.org.

His Eminence, Archbishop JOB:
May his memory be eternal!
On Friday, Dec. 18, 2009, His Eminence,
Archbishop JOB of Chicago and the Midwest
unexpectedly fell asleep in the Lord. His Beatitude, Metropolitan JONAH, together with
members of the Holy Synod of Bishops of the
Orthodox Church in America
and hierarchs representing other
Orthodox Churches, concelebrated funeral services and the
Divine Liturgy at Holy Trinity
Cathedral, Chicago, Dec. 22–
23. His Grace, Bishop Melchisedek of Pittsburgh and Western
Pennsylvania presided at the interment at Saint John the Baptist
Church, Black Lick, Penn., on
Saturday, Dec. 26.
This issue will focus on remembering Archbishop JOB,
with a report on Fortieth Day
commemorations in the Diocese of New England, personal
remembrances, and pictures
and thoughts from Archbishop
JOB’s life.
— The Editor
The following biography is an
extract from “A 40th Day Tribute: Archbishop Job of Chicago and the Midwest,” from the
web site of the Orthodox Church in America
(<http://www.oca.org/news/2068> posted
1/22/10).
Born Richard John Osacky in Chicago on
March 18, 1946, Archbishop JOB entered

Saint Tikhon Seminary, South Canaan, PA, after
completing studies at Northern Illinois University, DeKalb, IL. After his seminary graduation
in 1970, he served as cantor and youth director
at Saint John the Baptist Church, Black Lick,
PA. Since the parish was without the ministry
of a resident pastor at that time, he conducted
services in the prescribed manner for readers
and organized religious education classes. He
also established a thriving Orthodox Christian
+JOB to 4
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The Diocese commemorates Archbishop JOB
Rev. Joshua Mosher

Above: V. Rev. Peter
Carmichael of Holy Trinity
Church, Springfield,
Vermont, addressed
members of the Northern
Deanery attending the
panikhida for Archbishop
JOB.
Right: Youth Rally photo
albums were on display
in Springfield after the
service.
Photos: Aleksandra Davis.

His Grace, Bishop NIKON directed that
each deanery hold a fortieth-day memorial service for His Eminence, Archbishop JOB, who
was for many years bishop of New England.
On Thursday,
January
28,
Holy Trinity
Cathedral held
a panikhida
and memorial
repast for the
Boston Deanery. On Saturday, January
23, Holy Trinity Church,
Sp r i ng f i e l d ,
Vermont held
a panikhida for about twenty members of the
Northern Deanery. Afterward, partipants were
able to browse old Youth Rally albums from
the years when Archbishop JOB attended.
(Pictures from these Youth Rally albums are
included in this issue.)
Christ the Savior Church, Southbury,
Conn., held a panikhida on Wednesday, Janu-

ary 27, where His Grace, Bishop NIKON
presided. Serving with him were the chancellor, Archpriest John Kreta, former chancellors
Archpriests Michael Westerberg and Nicholas
Timpko, Connecticut dean Archpriest Vladimir Aleandro, Priest Steven Voytovich, and
Protodeacon Paul Nimchek. Many more clergy
and faithful were in attendance, totalling over
fifty. At the conclusion of the service, His Grace
spoke with feeling of the importance of Archbishop JOB as a mentor and friend, and as an
advocate for the Diocese of New England. (For
His Grace’s full remarks, see the sidebar.) He
concluded, “It is my belief that Archbishop
JOB is with our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ,
and continues to serve as a strong intercessor for
the Diocese of New England.”
Fr. Michael Westerberg then offered a reflection on Archbishop JOB’s life and work in the
Diocese of New England. When Archbishop
JOB was newly elected Bishop of New England,
he had called Fr. Michael, then chancellor of the
diocese. The bishop had said in that telephone
conversation that there were four areas to which
he intended to devote his energies. Looking
back, Fr. Michael said
Diocese to 5
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Remembering our Bishop JOB
V. Rev. Vladimir Aleandro

The owner of the Skating Rink in Rhode Island
announced clearly: “This
skate is for Clergy only.” It
was twenty years ago, but
I remember it as clearly
as could be. I sat with
the other Rally people
watching cassocks quickly and oh so gracefully
fly by: FDR (Fr. Deacon
Roman), Fr. Mark Sherman, Deacon Andre and
Bishop Job. Since I could
barely move on skates,
I was grateful to watch the clergy. Bishop Job
swerved and came over to me: “Vladimir, why
aren’t you skating?” Confidently I replied: “It
is just for clergy.” He took me by the hand,
and, like a father with an insecure child, said:
“Didn’t I tonsure you a Reader? You belong
out here with us.” A small act of humble love
and risk, so typical of Bishop
Job would have such long range
consequences.
Three years later he took
the risk of faith to go against
the tide of reason when he gave
his blessing to start a mission
with just two families in Oxford, Connecticut. Six months
later he literally took me by the
hand again before the Liturgy
began to give me memorable
advice prior to ordaining me to
the Holy Diaconate. This took place not at a
Seminary or established parish but in a small
storefront packed with 150 people.
Being present and putting his hand out to
the weak and marginalized was action evident
a thousand times over during the years of Rally
and also in the lives of those who knew him.
He was not ashamed to share his own struggles
and feelings of weakness. Through them, the
power and love of God came forth.
One of the last acts of loving outreach as
Bishop of New England was just before he left

for Chicago. I called in the night to tell him
that Michael, a young man who lived with our
family, was in the hospital. He said: “I will be
down first thing in the morning” — “But Your
Grace don’t you have to get ready to leave for
Chicago?” — “This is more important.”
Thank you, Bishop JOB, for showing us “a
more perfect way.”

Rev. Steven Voytovich
Then–Bishop JOB was our archpastor during a significant early time in our lives as a
couple and clergy family. I first met him while a
student at St. Vladimir’s Seminary. This was due
to my expressing an interest in the Diocese of
New England, even though arriving at seminary
from the Midwest Diocese, mostly due to my
relationship with Cindy. She knew him originally as Fr. John Osacky from the Cumberland
parish where the Youth Retreat, later known as
Rally began. She was one of many who braved
the rigors of the rollercoaster at his insistence!
As was his practice, he visited the seminary
to check up on his seminarians regularly. It was
a great joy for us that he agreed to celebrate our
marriage in September of 1990 at Holy Trinity
Church, Norwich. He, Fr. Paul Lazor from St.
Vladimir’s Seminary, and Fr. Stephen Meholick
sang the Georgian Wedding Song in a heartfelt
way as the faithful enVoytovich to 6
tered the church.
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Pictured: Various scenes of
Archbishop JOB’s ministry
captured during Youth
Rally in Cumberland,
Rhode Island.

Fellowship for students at Indiana University of Pennsylvania. His extraordinary affinity with Orthodox youths and young adults
was widely recognized by the Church at large
throughout his entire life.
Prior to his ordination to the holy diaconate and priesthood by His Grace, Bishop [later
Metropolitan] THEODOSIUS of Pittsburgh,
he visited monastic communities on Mount Athos,
Greece, which made a major
impact on his life. After his
assignment as rector of Saint
John Church, he continued
to serve as spiritual director
for the Orthodox Christian
Fellowship. He also continued to pursue his lifelong vocation as an iconographer, completing the icons
that grace the iconostasis at Saint John Church.
He was instrumental in
the design and building of
the parish’s new church in
the early 1980s. His icons
may be found in a number
of other churches, at Saint
Tikhon’s Monastery and
Seminary, and in many
private homes.
In addition to his
iconographic pursuits, he
became widely known in the field of liturgical music. He was specifically interested in the
Carpatho-Rusyn plain chant — “prostopinije”
— indigenous to the region of central Europe
from which his ancestors hailed. Among his
many arrangements in the English language
is the widely sung “A New Commandment I
Give to You,” based on the text of John 13:34ff.
Most recently, he arranged the Paraklesis to the
Mother of God in plain chant. [The arrangement, recorded by a male chorus which he directed in fall 2009, will be made available on
CD in the near future.]
Ordained as a celibate priest, he maintained
a zeal for the monastic life in all his endeavors.
In 1975, he was made a riasaphor monk; seven
years later, he was tonsured to the Lesser Sche-
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ma by His Grace, Bishop [later Metropolitan]
HERMAN. In November of the same year, he
was elevated to the rank of archimandrite.
Recognizing the deep love and zeal for the
life of the Church on every level that characterized his ministry, he was nominated by the
Diocese of New England to fill the diocese’s
vacant episcopal see. The Holy Synod of Bishops of the Orthodox Church in America ratified the nomination and elected him Bishop of
Hartford and the Diocese of New England. He
was consecrated to the
episcopacy on January
29, 1983, at All Saints
Church, Hartford, CT.
While ministering
in New England, he
emphasized the importance of religious education, stewardship, lay
ministry, and outreach
to youth and college students of all ages. One of
the most important ministries he initiated was
the diocesan Youth Rally
that attracted hundreds of
children, teenagers, and
young adults every summer.
At its session of November 5, 1992, the Holy Synod
of Bishops elected Bishop
JOB to fill the vacant episcopal see of Chicago and
the Midwest. On February
6, 1993, he was enthroned
as Bishop of his native city at Holy Trinity Cathedral, Chicago, IL.
Under his guidance, the Diocese of the Midwest experienced tremendous growth. Over 15
new missions and parishes were established during his episcopate. In an effort to “turn around”
parishes experiencing decline, a diocesan-wide
parish health ministry was initiated. His concern for children and youth continued as he
participated in summer camps, youth retreats,
and outings throughout the geographically immense diocese. During the 1990s, he attended
several international Orthodox summer youth
camps in central and eastern Europe. While he
had little time to pursue iconography, he continued to enjoy his
excellent reputation as
+JOB to 5
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Above: His Grace, Bishop
NIKON presides at the
panikhida in Southbury,
Conn., with clergy of the
Conn. Deanery. Below:
Youth Rally shirts from
the ‘90s were on display in
Southbury. Photos: V. Rev.
David Koles.
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in his remarks, those
four concerns remained
the lasting testimony of
Archbishop JOB’s ministry in the Diocese of New
England.
First was his devotion
to the Divine Services. Fr.
Michael said Archbishop
JOB held the clergy to
high standards and corrected them whenever
necessary. He established
a training program for
deacons. Himself a church musician, he did
not hesitate to hold choirs to a higher standard, too. For him, worship was always a joy
and a consolation.
Second, Archbishop JOB cared for the
clergy, Fr. Michael said. He was troubled that
stewardship in the parishes was lacking, and
so clergy were inadequately provided for. He
found it unacceptable that clergy incomes
throughout the diocese could not support a
family, and that some priests were even collecting welfare in order to supply basic needs. He
called for minimum standards for clergy compensation and taught the parishes the importance of stewardship.
Third, Fr. Michael recalled, Archbishop
JOB cared for parishes not as institutions but
as people. He loved the difficult people enough
to fight with them. Fr. Michael observed, “A
loving parent says ‘no’ sometimes, that some
things are not allowed in our family.” Archbishop JOB’s discipline was to visit parishes — not
as a requirement but as his own personal standard — twice a year, once
in a formal visit and once
“unofficially.” Those frequent visits helped build
and sustain a bond of intimacy between the faithful and their archpastor.
Fourth, he cared for
the youth: for their worries and struggles, and
above all for their growth
in life in Christ, said

an iconographer and iconologist, and was often
called upon to lecture on this subject.
He also initiated annual clergy convocations
and, as he had done in New England, he initiated a Council of Presbyters, in line with the vision of Saint Ignatius of Antioch.
In recognition of his 20-plus years of “good
and faithful” service to the Church, the Holy
Synod of Bishops elevated him to the rank of
archbishop at its March 2004 session.
In recent years, Archbishop JOB expressed
intense concern for the spiritual, financial, and
administrative crises that had beset the Orthodox Church in America, while displaying his
willingness to do whatever he could to restore
trust, transparency, and integrity to the Church
on all levels.
Several weeks before his repose, he had informally shared his hope to retire in 2011 during the Midwest Diocese’s annual assembly,
and had blessed the initiation of the process
by which a new diocesan hierarch might be
nominated.
Fr. Michael. This concern, expressed in that first
phone call with his diocesan chancellor, led to
the establishment of Youth Rally.
Fr. Michael said in closing, “Archbishop JOB
showed from the beginning an example and
encouragement of living completely in Christ.
For all of us, the temptation is to think of life
in the Kingdom as far off. That was not how he
thought of the Kingdom of God. We pray that
his memory be eternal, but also that he would
stand before the Lord’s throne, worshipping for
eternity.”
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Less than two years later I made
arrangements to formally speak with
Bishop JOB again. At that time I
was requesting ordination to the
holy priesthood, and also his blessing to undertake Clinical Pastoral
I knew His Eminence, Archbishop Education (CPE).
JOB personally for a short time; for the
He listened intently, as was his
faithful of our diocese, the relationship practice, as I shared my sense of
was much longer. Nevertheless, Arch- calling both to the holy priesthood
bishop JOB was to me a mentor and and to chaplaincy. He offered two
friend on the Holy Synod. He was also unexpected responses. Regarding
always a strong advocate for the Dio- ordination, he shared how imporcese of New England, even as the bish- tant it was to celebrate the ordinaop of the Midwest. In the Synod, he tion to the holy priesthood in the
always expressed his love and concern candidate’s home parish, which for
for our diocese. In death, he is physi- me was St. Mary’s in Minneapolis.
cally separated from us, but in spirit he He also blessed me to take uncertain
remains a spiritual father to us; and so steps into the clinical training arena,
he is still with us, still sharing with us including a residency program that
in the same life of the Church. It is my began in the fall of that year, 2002,
belief that Archbishop JOB is with our at Bridgeport Hospital.
Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, and conThe day of my ordination will
tinues to serve as a strong intercessor always remain in my memory. My
for the Diocese of New England.
bishop was traveling from New
England to my home parish. I was anxious for
the cathedral faithful to have the opportunity
to experience his archpastoral presence. In addition, my 8th grade church school teacher was
to be ordained to the holy diaconate that same
day. As a convert, he had awakened in me then
the question of why I as cradle OrRight: Then-Bishop JOB
thodox knew so little about my faith.
with newly-ordained
That day, through Bishop JOB, we
Fr. Steven Voytovich
took steps toward ordained ministry
and Matushka Cynthia
together!
Voytovich.
As Fr. Michael Westerberg stated
during the Connecticut Deanery
Memorial Service, Bishop JOB attended carefully to the details of the
Divine Liturgy and ordination. He
communicated to me that I would remain vested in the diaconal stikharion with other vestments being placed
over it. This stikharion had been
borrowed from Fr. John Dresko. Although unknown to either of us, the
stikharion from the beautiful new set
of vestments donated by my beloved
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grandparents, of blessed memory, was switched
with Bishop JOB’s. On several occasions during
the Liturgy he moved his shoulders as if feeling
cramped in his vestments. Only at the end of
the Liturgy did we discover that he was the first
to wear my new stikharion! The irony of this
whole day punctuated by layers of swapping,
was that Bishop JOB would be called to be the
archpastor of the Diocese of the Midwest only
six months later. He continued to check in on
our well-being through the years.
My most recent significant encounter with
Archbishop JOB was at the 1000th anniversary
of St. John the Baptist Church in 2006, a small
rural parish in Wisconsin where my father’s
family had resettled from Galicia. And on the
day the news of his death was announced, I
was at The Hospital of Saint Raphael where I
conduct chaplaincy training. Joining me at that
moment to offer prayers at the time of death was
Nicholas Hubbard, also from St. Mary’s, who
had been in New Haven for his parish internship and now in our CPE program, and who
had also been in close contact with Archbishop
JOB regarding his ministry aspirations.
May Archbishop JOB continue to intercede
for the clergy and faithful of his dioceses. May
we remain mindful of his blessing and presence through the ongoing archpastoral care of
Bishop NIKON, forged in similar fashion by
real experience of parish life, and by their close
friendship. May the memory of Archbishop
JOB be eternal.
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Remembering our Bishop JOB
V. Rev. Mark Sherman

Right: Then-Bishop JOB
celebrating in SS. Peter
& Paul Church, Meriden,
CT, with then-Father
Thomas Pleska, now Bishop
MELCHISEDEK.
Below: Then-Bishop JOB
playing mini-golf with
members of Youth Rally.

During Archbishop JOB’s tenure as our
bishop, from 1983 to 1993, I was privileged
to participate with him in developing and carrying out the youth programs of the diocese.
I share this remembrance for all and with all
who participated in the Youth Rallies, both
staff and rally-ers.
As we all remember,
Archbishop
JOB had both a burden and a talent for
working with young
people. Soon after
his consecration as
bishop, he appointed
Archdeacon
Roman Skvarnavicious
(or “FDR”— Father
Deacon Roman, as
we all called him),
also of blessed memory, to manage the
youth programs. He
had met Archdeacon
Roman in seminary
at St. Tikhon’s, and
knew of his piety,
diligence, and wit.
Archbishop JOB’s first efforts for
our young people were a series of weekend retreats at different churches in the
diocese. Retreats were held in Cumberland, RI; Meriden, CT; and Ansonia, CT. These retreats featured talks
by clergy and were attended by handfuls of teenagers. Building on the success of these retreats, His Eminence set
upon a more ambitious summer youth
program, the Youth Rally. Youth Rally
would be a one-week, live-in program.
For the Youth Rallies, His Eminence
added Nadine Wood as Youth Coordinator, and set the venue for Rally at
Holy Dormition Church, Cumberland, RI, where Fr. Stephen Meholick

could preside over the liturgical aspects of
Rally.
The creativenesses of Youth Rally in those
days was its balance of learning, worship, and
fun, coupled with much time for Rally-ers to
mix and interact with one another. There were
learning sessions in the mornings, and worship for morning prayers, vespers, and night-

time prayers. Each afternoon was characterized
with a bus ride to a different big event – rock
climbing at a nearby park, swimming at a lake,
swimming at the ocean, visiting the zoo and
the famous paddle boat water battles, and the
highlight – the Rocky Point Amusement Park.
(Roller skating was substituted on rainy days.)
Looking back, the facility at Holy Dormition was barely adequate. The young men slept
on the concrete floor of the summer hall, the
ladies on the floor of the winter hall, with the
youngest ladies in overflow tents. Three outdoor
showers served all of us – ladies in the morning
(who started at 4:00 am) and men at night – the
hot water ran out after the first showers! The
challenge of the facility was part of the memorable Youth Rally
experience.
Sherman to 8
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Right: Then-Bishop JOB
distributing communion
during Youth Rally.
Below: A “Youth Rally
‘93” shirt on display at
Archbishop JOB’s 40th-Day
memorial in Southbury,
Conn.

Follow-up on Youth
Equpped to Serve
(YES) in Worcester, MA
Last issue, we learned
about FOCUS North
America’s planned youth
service weekend in
Worcester on Dec. 12. A
mix of junior high and high
school students from New
England made the trip.
Here is an account from
Miryam Burshan:
“As Orthodox Christians,
we are called upon to
do the work of the faith.
My day trip with the YES
program gave me the
opportunity to do so.
Spending the time with
the children in the shelter
allowed me to become
more self-aware, to be
thankful of everything
God has blessed me with.
It gave us a glimpse into
the window of those who
have ran into financial bad
luck. As participants, YES
taught us how to be a kind
human being, but more
importantly how to be a
better Orthodox Christian.”
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Sherman from 7
Imprinted over all of this was His
Eminence’s unique personality in relating to the Rally-ers. Whether giving “tuckies” before bed, tickling with
his prayer rope, teaching at campfires
all to sing “The Deacon Went Down”
and “Dat’s Vat Ve Learnt in Der
School, Ja Ja,” leading the charge to
the Corkscrew at Rocky Point, and
so much more, Archbishop JOB established the tone of Rally. The result
was a respect for the office of bishop, a love for
the Church, and the establishing of caring and
lasting relationships among the Rally-ers.
At its height, Youth Rally hosted 150 Rallyers. Youth Rally continues to be a wonderful
experience at the Contoocook, NH, camp fa-

cility under the able direction of Fr. John Hopko. But all who were involved in the early days
will remember its origins with Archbishop JOB
with the greatest fondness. May his memory be
eternal!

Youth Rally 2010: August 16 to 21
Father John Hopko, Diocesan Youth Director, announced the following to the Diocesan
Council in February:
Youth Rally, the annual event for the young
people of the Diocese of New England, is
scheduled to be held this year at the Greek
Orthodox Metropolis of Boston’s Saint
Methodios Faith and
Heritage Center in
Contoocook, New
Hampshire,
from
Monday, August 16,
until Saturday, August 21. The Contoocook camp is the
same site at which
the last several Youth
Rallies have been
held.
According
the
Diocesan Guidelines
for Youth Rally, all
diocesan youth who
have completed fifth
grade and have not yet celebrated their eighteenth birthday are eligible to attend the Youth

Rally. Adult volunteers serve as cabin and activity counselors.
I (Fr. John Hopko) will again serve as Rally
Rector and Director. Right now I am beginning to recruit a staff for Rally 2010. Interested
adults should be encouraged to contact me.
It is anticipated that
the daily schedule for
Rally will follow the basic rhythms that have
been established over
the last several Rallies
that have been held in
Contoocook. Liturgical
services are held every
morning and evening.
Educational sessions are
held in the earlier part
of the day. The culmination of Rally will be the
celebration of the Divine
Liturgy on the last morning of Rally, this year,
August 21.
Other details, such as this year’s theme and
fees, will be announced in coming weeks.
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Holy Resurrection Church,
Claremont, NH, Celebrates
Hundredth Anniversary
Lawrence Johnson

Parishioners, friends, and guests appeared from as far away
as Michigan and New Jersey to commemorate and celebrate
100 years of existence of this temple of Orthodoxy in west-central New Hampshire, founded by a brotherhood of Russian immigrants seeking to establish their faith in their new home.
The first day of the weekend featured an open house with a
slide show on the history of the parish with accompanying commentary by Archpriest Andrew Tregubov. Downstairs in the
meantime, there was live music, refreshments, and an art show
featuring works by parish and outside artists.
Following a fellowship break, Great Vespers was celebrated
in the presence of His Grace, Bishop NIKON and offered by
the Rev. John Konkle, with a potluck supper afterwards.
The second day of celebration opened with a Hierarchical
Divine Liturgy with the vesting of Bishop NIKON in the nave.
His Grace was assisted in the liturgy by seven presbyters, three
deacons and three subdeacons and servers. Alexis Rastoguyeff
was ordained to the subdiaconate and Nicholas Dellamore to
the diaconate. Following the liturgy, Bishop NIKON presented
a number of special awards or gramotas and letters of appreciation to parishioners, both clergy and
faithful, on behalf of Father Andrew.
Claremont to 11
Above: His Grace, Bishop
NIKON presiding at the
Divine Liturgy for the
100th Anniversary
of Holy Resurrection
Church, Claremont, NH.

All Saints Church,
Hartford, CT

V. Rev. William DuBovik

All Saints’ Church School heightened our
enjoyment of the Nativity season through its
annual St. Nicholas/Christmas program. We
were treated to a clarinet performance by Allison Densky; piano arrangements by Adele and
Madelyn Oprica; the beautiful voice of Katie
Holobinko was heard in a solo; our younger
children offered a song; fourth graders and
Daniel Oprica presented poems; and our Middle School and High School students joined in
a play; Larissa Denisky played a clarinet and a
spirited instrumental combo closed the show
with Christian Holobinko on alto-saxophone
and Paul Stenko on drums. We are thankful to

Marsha Coombs, musical director of the production; and to Wanda and Bogdan Oprica,
Church School coordinators, and teachers and
parents for their efforts. A highlight of the day
came with all the youth joining together to sing
to St. Nicholas, who then appeared, distributing goodies to all of our youth. Following the
show we enjoyed a lunch prepared by Nick Medynski and Chris Evans, assisted by others in
the parish.
Our Church glowed for the holidays thanks
to the efforts of Joan Holobinko who arranged
for poinsettias to beautify the Church, and
Cathy and Dave Vargas who donated and lit
the Christmas tree. Joan coordinated our commemorative ribbons on the tree, inscribed with
the names of loved ones submitted by members
of the parish. After the Nativity, the donors take
home the ribbons, bringing something of their
Church visibly into their homes.
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SS. Peter & Paul Church, Meriden, CT
Dot S. Vydonia
Right: Cub Scouts
Matthew Dennis, of Pack
41 of Kensington, CT, and
Ephraim Mosher, of Pack
23 in Meriden, CT, were
presented with St. George
Medals on Scouting
Sunday, February 7th,
2010. The parish celebrated
their achievement and the
100th anniversary of the
Boy Scouts of America with
a beautiful cake made by
Matthew’s mother Cynthia
Dennis.
Below: Caitrin
McGillicuddy (of St.
Mark’s Church, Kingston,
Mass.) was married to
Michael Craig (of West
Virginia). They were
married at St. John of
Damascus Church in
Dedham, Mass in 2008.
Caitrin’s younger sister
Maura was the maid-ofhonor.

As usual, we have
been busy at SS. Peter and Paul. We have
been blessed by seeing
new faces at services,
with several becoming new members of
our Parish. Last summer, Father Joshua
Mosher organized an
outreach and education program, “The
Way: a Foundation
in Orthodox Christianity,” and in the
fall presented a series
on the icons in our Church as a way to instruct
parishioners and others from outside our parish community about Orthodoxy. Our Church
School, although small, regularly meets with innovative ways for our youth to learn the stories
in the Bible and about Orthodoxy. They have
been working on a “scroll” depicting the stories
of the Bible. It is over 20 feet long, and they
started with Genesis and are working through

the Old Testament. Our Choir is always looking for new voices and meets on a weekly basis
to learn more about the art of singing. Our Seniors group remains vibrant, providing a chance
for friendly gatherings during the week.
In November, the Donna Leonowich organized a food collection to make up Thanksgiving Dinner Baskets for
Meriden to 11
needy families who

Three Saints Church, Ansonia, CT
Barbara Ann Dixon

The Valley Council for Health and
Human Services, at its annual meeting
held on Dec. 1, 2009, presented Mary
Nescott, Director of Quality Management at Birmingham Group Health
Service, Inc with the Lewis Savitsky
Staff Excellence Award for extraordinary service as an employee in the nonprofit community who has improved
quality of life for residents in the lower
Naugatuck Valley. The award recognizes both individual professional contributions to the mission of her agency
but also her joint work as Co-chair of
the Valley CARES (Community Assessment Research & Education for
Solutions) Initiative Taskforce.

On Sunday Dec. 13, the Senior Group held
their annual Bake Sale. Thanks to all who baked
the “goodies” and for those who supported the
bake sale helping to make it a very successful
event.
Following the Liturgy on Dec. 27, Stacey
Pimpinelli lead us all in the singing of the season’s beautiful Christmas Carols during fellowship hour.
On Sunday, Jan. 10, Father Michael blessed
the Church, Auditorium, Office and Kitchen,
as part of our celebration of Theophany.
Wednesday, Jan. 20, the Senior’s held their
“Christmas in January” Luncheon at the Brookside Inn Restaurant in Oxford. Alice Smith did
a great job co-coordinating this event.
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Tales of St. Patrick

Reviewed by Susan Papademetris
The stories surrounding the life of St.
Patrick lend themselves well to picture
books for young children, but what about
older readers (age 9 and up) who are ready
to be introduced to a more challenging
account of his life? A book our family enjoyed recently is Eileen Dunlop’s Tales of
St. Patrick (available at many libraries and
in limited quantities online).
The author draws on St. Patrick’s own
Confessions and other ancient sources to
weave her stories, but the writing remains
fresh, lively, and engaging. Dunlop presents her tales in down-to-earth fashion,
often allowing readers to draw their own
conclusions when describing events which
might have been miraculous or might be
merely legendary. On occasion, she does
describe interventions by God which astound and humble the saint; for other sto-

Meriden from 10
Below: All Saints of North
America Mission, Salisbury,
Conn., blessed the lake
beside their temple. Many
more striking pictures of
the Theophany celebration
are presented in the
diocesan photo gallery:
dneoca.org/photos.html

live in the area of our Church. Parishioners donated turkeys, accompaniments and all sorts of
goodies. Father Joshua and a group of Church
School students and parents delivered these to
eight families. Our Seniors also collected several boxes of groceries for local relief.
We were saddened to lose four members of
our Parish family – Mary Grabowsky, Olga Boris, Daria Cusano,
and Mary Thibeau.
May their memory
be eternal!
We held our
Annual
Parish
meeting on Jan.
24. We discussed
a number of topics related to the
well being of our
Parish and elected
our Council and
Trustees. Officers

ries she portrays St. Patrick as mortified that any
would believe the wonders attributed to him.
We learn interesting new details about the
long period between his escape from slavery in
Ireland and his return as missionary/bishop, a
time which is often ignored in shorter accounts
of St. Patrick’s life. For instance: he struggled to
find a monastic community in which he could
study, moving to several in succession; he was
not an especially able student; he was betrayed
by a friend and thus initially passed over as a
possible leader of the mission to Ireland.
Dunlop’s purpose is not to create a devotional book which might inspire by example: the St.
Patrick she describes can be impatient and stubborn. Nonetheless, the reader comes away with
an appreciation for the challenges faced by the
early Irish missionary and an understanding of
his life that goes far beyond shamrocks, corned
beef, and cabbage.

were installed on Sunday, Jan. 31 after Divine
Liturgy.
On Feb. 7, we hoped to have Bishop Nikon
visit our parish, but His Grace fell ill and plans
to make his visit later in the year. The day was
still made special by the participation of Dn.
Steven Hosking of St. Alexis Church, Clinton, CT, and by the awarding of the St. George
Medal to two cub scouts, Matthew Dennis and
Ephraim Mosher. After Liturgy, we enjoyed our
annual Meat Fare Dinner. We have more in the
works for the coming year. Come and see!

Claremont from 9
A festal luncheon followed, both inside in
the parish hall and outside under the tents, accompanied by folk guitar music.
The slide shows were again presented twice.
One dealt with the history of the parish and the
second consisted of parishioners’ pictures from
the early days to the present.
For further details and pictures, please go to
www.hroc.org and follow the links for the Hundredth Anniversary.
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Upcoming Events
Mar. 20

St. Vladimir’s Seminary Lenten Retreat: “Paschal Fire from
Spiritual Ashes,” led by Fr. Joseph Huneycutt, of “Orthodixie,”
http://southern-orthodoxy.blogspot.com.

Mar. 31

Deadline to submit items for the next issue of the ONE

Paid Subscriptions:
For people living outside of New
England, $10.00 per year or any part
thereof. Subscription outside of the
US: US$15.00.

2010 ONE Stewards: sponsor a camper to Youth Rally!

Electronic Distribution:
If you would like to receive ONE
in electronic format only, please
contact Fr. Joshua Mosher at the
email address below.

• Youth Ministry: Over 50 youth from the diocese took part in Youth Rally,
at a cost to the diocese of $20,000.
• Seminary Scholarships: The diocese provided a total of $15,000 to
seminarians at St. Vladimir’s and St. Tikhon’s Seminaries.
• Missions: Our mission parishes received $15,000 from the diocese to
help in providing an Orthodox presence in their communities.
• Charity: The diocese donated over $7,000 in support of IOCC, OCMC,
Project Mexico, FOS, and other worthy organizations.

For subscription requests:
frjmosher@sspeterpaul.org
203–237–4539
50 Shady Crest Road
Meriden CT 06450

Your donation helped make the following work possible in 2009:

Send your contribution to
ONE Stewards, PO Box 1182, Torrington, CT 06790.

