

















Orthodox New England

Whitfield from 3

though they had always been
committed Christians, Lee
and Manna did not feel as
though they had found their
true church home. In the
years since college they at-
tended several different
churches, yet they always felt
as though something was
missing.

Then, in what Lee de-
scribes as a “moment of des-
peration” they visited Christ
the Savior Orthodox Mission
in Woodbury. At the time, the
mission met in a small store-
front, but the Whitfields soon
realized that they had found
their true home.

There had always been a
great deal of Orthodox theol-
ogy and spirituality in Lee’s
life, particularly since his days
in college. But it was only in
the Orthodox Church that all
the different aspects of Chris-
tianity came into focus for
him. On Pentecost, 2005 the
entire Whitfield family was
received into the Orthodox
Church.

Lee describes the Ortho-
dox Church as a place
where ...one finds a remark-
able clarity of vision in terms
of the Gospel of Jesus Christ.”
Once he and his family had

Manna and Lee Whitfield with their daughters, (from left to right) Miya,

Ayame and Emi at St. Vladimir's Seminary.

been received into the Orthodox
Church, the thought of going to
seminary and serving the
Church seemed a much more
viable possibility. In discerning
his call to serve, Lee not only
consulted with his pastor, Fr.
Vladimir Aleandro, and Bishop
NIKON, but he also took a year
off from teaching, to directly
immerse himself in the life of
the Church and to pray about
going to seminary.

As he comes close to finish-
ing his first year at seminary,
Lee describes seminary life as

“great but exhausting.” He
and Manna work to keep a
healthy balance in the midst
of all the demands placed on
seminarians and their fami-
lies. Lee says that the signs
of God’s providence in his life
are unmistakable and he is
tremendously grateful to eve-
ryone who has helped and
support him and his family as
they have made this impor-
tant transition. He is looking
forward to serving the Church
in whatever way God may call
him to serve.
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Parenting from 6

Fr. Caleb Abetti, who along
with Fr. Andrew is a regular
member of the group, said that
the discussions often turn to
questions of individuality. To
what degree are children
“individuals” and to what de-

gree are they connected to their

parents and their families. Fr.
Caleb says that, “[Children] are

essentially
downloading
everything from
their parents,
and responding
with this deep
connection that
is beyond com-
prehension.”
This has impor-
tant ramifica-
tions on how
parents and grandparents
raise their children. Quoting
the phrase from the anaphora
of St. Basil’s Liturgy in which
we ask God to “make the evil
to be good through Thy good-
ness” Fr. Caleb said that the
group has discussed how we
can redeem the darkness that
occurs within our families and
with our children.

Sometimes the group has
read materials that touch on
parenting and family life by
authors such as Mother Mag-
dalena, St. Theophan the Re-
cluse and Metropolitan Anthony
of Sourozh. But, the meetings
are not so much “academic” as
much as they are gatherings of
brothers and sisters in Christ
who have the opportunity to ask
hard questions,
share ideas and
experiences, and
ultimately sup-
port one another
in the demand-
ing vocation of
raising children.

Fr. Caleb said,
“People can go
away still

Parenting to 8

it was only in the
Orthodox Church that
all the different aspects
of Christianity came
mnto focus”
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Parenting from 7

scratching their heads, or-
shaken up a bit. But even as
nerve-wracking as that can
be, it can make a good impact
with the kids as we look for a
creative way to work with our
children.” He also notes that
they always try to be very sen-
sitive of people’s feelings, so

that the meetings have depth
and substance, but that every-
one feels welcome and sup-
ported.

According to Fr. Andrew we
prepare young people for mar-
riage, yet we really do nothing
to prepare them for raising chil-
dren. He says, “This kind of
ongoing discussion that we
have is really essential. | per-

sonally wish that it could hap-
pen in every parish”

If you are interested in learning
more about the Parental Sup-
port Group of the Northern
Deanery, or are interested in
starting up a similar group,
please contact Fr. Andrew
Tregubov at 603-542-6273
frandrew@tregubovstudios.com

Upcoming Events

Pastoral Medical Bioethics Symposium For Clergy and Clergy Wives
May 10, 2008 St. Nicholas Church Southbridge, MA 8:30 am to 4:30 pm
Keynote Speaker: Fr. John Breck Priest, Lecturer and Author on Biomedical Ethics

The Symposium will focus on both “Beginning of Life’ and “End of Life” issues along with their pas-
toral dimensions and consequences. The Symposium will also have workshops that focus on
dealing with specific situations.

For more information contact Protodeacon Basil Andruchow 11 Carson Street Saugus, MA 01906
Special Diocesan Assembly
Wednesday, May 241, 2008 at Holy Trinity Church, New Britain, CT at 7:00 p.m

With the blessing of His Grace, our Bishop NIKON, at the request of the Diocesan Council, a Special
Assembly has been called to respond, as a Diocese, in a definitive manner, positively or nega-
tively, to the recommendation of the Diocesan Residence Committee to authorize the Diocesan
Council to sell the Diocesan Residence in Cumberland, RI.

For more information contact Fr. John Kreta, Chancellor: 860-364-1070 fjkreta@snet.net




