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I am an Orthodox Christian (and 
a member and Steward at Christ the 
Savior in Southbury, Connecticut), but 
I work for a congregational church as 
their Director of Communications. As 
a part of my job I help to develop the 
brochures, letters, and materials that 
are sent out to all the church’s mem-
bers, including fundraising items. To 
prepare for this year, I had read sev-
eral books on stewardship and Chris-
tian giving which I found very excit-
ing – both in terms of ideas I wanted 
to put into action, and in helping me 
to think differently about giving in my 

own life. I particularly enjoyed and 
have recommended to others Not Your 
Parents’ Offering Plate by J. Clif Chris-
topher. 

I heard about the “Stewardship in 
American Orthodoxy” class through 
St . V lad imir ’s Facebook pa ge 
(facebook.com/svots). A post popped 
up months ago announcing the hybrid 
January term courses. The Steward-
ship class immediately jumped out at 
me as being of value to both my per-
sonal and professional life, and I 
thought it would be interesting to gain 
an Orthodox understanding of what 
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Understanding Stewardship
Anne K. Wilkinson

Right: Joseph Uliase 
restores the icon of 
the Ascension at 
Saints Peter & Paul 
Church, Meriden, Conn. 
See article on page 5.
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Stewardship is. I was not disap-
pointed!

Fr. Holet first took us through the 
Biblical and Christian basis for Stew-
ardship—in both the Old and New 
Testaments, as well as the examples of 
the early Church Fathers (through 
both their actions and writings). He 
then talked about his eight-point 
stewardship cycle which is fully ex-
plained in his excellent book The First 
and Finest: Orthodox Christian Steward-
ship as Sacred Offering. 

To me, the most impactful exer-
cise was listing everything that we 
have been given by God and of which 
we are a steward. It seems simple, but 
in discussing it the next day I realized 
that some of my simple and overly 
generic answers, “my body” for in-
stance, are in reality much more com-
plex. God gave me every individual 
part of my body – fingers, legs, inter-
nal organs, etc. – and they all work! 
What quickly became clear to me is 
that ultimately the list was impossible 
to make because it is infinite. Eve-
rything—absolutely everything—we 
have comes from God.

Recognizing God’s gifts to us and 
being grateful for them is critical to 
the also central tenet of stewardship: 
being thankful. We show our thanks 
by giving back not just our money, but 
of our whole selves. At its core that 
was something I already knew. What I 
didn’t know, or at least what I hadn’t 
truly accepted in my heart, is that giv-
ing back in thankfulness ultimately 
brings us closer to God. 

I have already shared what I 
learned with my coworkers, and we 
plan to use much of what Fr. Holet 
taught to shape how stewardship is 
thought about and approached. I also 
hope to be able to share this with my 
fellow parishioners at Christ the Sav-
ior. It is clear to me that changing 
how we each think about and act 
upon stewardship is fundamental to 
our growth as Christians, and to 
bringing us closer to the Kingdom of 
God.

I am thankful that God lead me to 
the “Stewardship in American Ortho-
doxy” course at St. Vladimir’s. If the 
course is offered again I encourage 
others to take it, and to read Fr. Rob-
ert’s book!

       ONE ☩

Stewardship from 1

The Department of Youth, Young 
Adult and Campus Ministry invites 
youth and youth workers to the 
18th All American Council's Youth 
Event. Join us as we gather as Church 
and seek to expand the mission of 
Christ's Church and the Orthodox 
Church in America. The AAC is in 
Atlanta, Georgia, July 20-24, 2015.

At the AAC Youth Event partici-
pants will witness and be a part of an 
awesome gathering of the Orthodox 

Church in America. Throughout the 
week they will worship with and enjoy 
a variety of events and activities with 
all the new friends and fellow youth 
workers they will meet from across 
the OCA. Some of the activities will 
include a day at the Georgia Aquar-
ium, the World of Coca Cola, and the 
Atlanta Zoo. For more information 
contact Fr. Benjamin Tucci :
( frbentucci@gmail.com.

ONE ☩

Calling all youth and youth workers

mailto:frbentucci@gmail.com?subject=AAC%20Youth%20Event
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St. Mark, Kingston, Mass.

His Eminence, Arch-
bishop Nikon visited St. 
Mark of Ephesus, King-
ston, Mass., and hon-
ored two faithful serv-
ers there. 

Above: Nicholas Van-
tangoli is blessed to 
wear the subdeacon’s 
orarion. From left to 
right: Father John Ba-
con, Subdn. Gregory 
Arnold, Nicholas Van-
tangoli, Subdn. Michael 
Arida, Protodeacon 
Nicholas Drobot and 
Archbishop Nikon.

Below: Peter Condrick 
is ordained a subdea-
con. Pictured from left 
to right: Protodn. 
Nicholas Drobot, Arch-
bishop Nikon, Fr. John 
Bacon, Nicholas Van-
tangoli, Subdn. Peter 
Condrick, Fr. James 
Robinson (Rector of St. 
Mark’s).
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Above: From left to 
right are Protodn. Dro-
bot, Bishop Nikon, Fr. 
Bacon, Nicholas 
Vantnagoli, Subdn Pe-
ter Condrick and 
Subdn. Gregory Arnold.

Below: St. Mark’s also 
held a Lenten Fish Fry 
earlier this year. The 
chief chef was George 
Haddad. From left to 
right: George Haddad, 
Catherine Condrick, 
Nancy Haddad, Cookie 
Bakas, Nancy Vantangol 
and Sarah Vantangoli.
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Two winters ago, the furnace of 
Saints Peter & Paul Orthodox Church, 
Meriden, Conn., failed in the midst of 
a blizzard. Days later, once the roads 
were cleared and we were able to 
enter the church again, we discov-
ered that the iconography on the 
ceiling had been seriously dam-
aged by the sudden drop in tem-
perature.

Members of the parish investi-
gated the cause of the damage and 
the best means of repairing the 
icons. In the end, the parish 
turned to one of their own mem-
bers to accomplish the restoration: 
Joseph Uliase.

Joey Uliase is a fourth genera-
tion member of Saints Peter & 
Paul. He was baptized and soon to 
be married in the church. A pro-
fessional art restorationist, Joey 
graduated from Paier College of 
Art, Hamden, Conn.

The plan was to re-
store the ceiling above 
the altar, especially the 
icon of the Ascension, 
and to move on to the 
icon of the Dormition 
of the Theotokos in 
the center o f the 
church.
The first part of the 
project was to insulate 
directly above the altar 
in the church attic. 
This was accomplished 
wi th the he lp o f 
Brotherhood members 
in October, 2014, set-

ting the stage for Joey the Artist to do 
his marvelous work!

With the blessing of Archbishop 
Nikon and a portable lift brought into 

Above: The Ascension 
icon at Saints Peter & 
Paul before restoration 
began. Large sections 
of paint were peeling 
off, and numerous 
smaller patches had 
developed across the 
ceiling.

Below: Restorationist 
Joseph Uliase at work, 
matching the existing 
colors precisely.

Iconography restored at Saints 
Peter & Paul, Meriden, Conn.
Rev. Joshua Mosher with Paul Leonowich
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church, Joey donated his time to the 
project.  From a Thursday to a Satur-
day, February, 2015, Joey worked tire-
lessly to complete the initial project. 
As a result, even knowing the exact 
areas of damage, it is virtually impos-
sible to tell what is original and what 
is restored. 

At the same time, many other vol-
unteers joined the effort. Andrew Bo-
bik, John Barone and Paul Leonowich 
began the delicate work of repainting 
the gold vines that surround the tran-
sept windows. Paul also replaced all 

the bulbs of the chandelier with 
bright new LEDs.

Restoration wil l continue on 
weekends on peeling paint in the 
Nave. Eventually, we plan to restore 
the faded iconostasis as well. 

We are fortunate and grateful to 
have Joey Uliase restore the iconogra-
phy of our beautiful Church.  Joey 
displayed his artistic talent very early 
in life drawing miniature detailed 
drawings of SS Peter & Paul Church at 
the age of  3. He was an altar server for 
many years and continues to sing in 
the Choir. He is President of the SS 
Peter & Paul Brotherhood Society and 
is credited with reviving the organiza-
tion. 

Many Brotherhood members and 
parishioners participated in the logis-
tics of getting the project accom-
plished.  Without their assistance, we 
would be still be in the planning stage.

ONE ☩

Above: The damaged 
areas first were scraped 
off all loose paint.

Below: The Ascension 
icon restored.
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Below: The parish 
community of Holy 
Transfiguration on 
Palm Sunday, 2015.

(This is the first of a two part series on 
the parish history.)

Holy Transfiguration parish in 
New Haven celebrates its 100th Anni-
versary in 2015, with the hierarchical 
divine liturgy and grand banquet 
planned for Sunday, September 27, 
2015. His Beatitude, Metropolitan 
Tikhon and His Eminence, Arch-
bishop Nikon, will join us for this his-
toric celebration in the life of our par-
ish. This year’s celebration coincides 
with the 40th Anniversary of Fr. 
Michael Westerberg’s ordination to 

the holy priesthood and both he and 
Matushka Lydia are marking their 
35th Anniversary with our parish! We 
hope that you will join us to celebrate 
both milestones.

 The Grand Banquet will be held 
following liturgy at La Mirage, North 
Haven, Connecticut with social hour 
from noon to 1:00 PM, followed by 
dinner. Tickets are $60 per person 
(children under 8, $40) with a reserva-
tion deadline of September 6. Infor-
mation on the banquet and the Anni-
versary celebration can be obtained 
from ticket chairperson Anne Bosse 

Holy Transfiguration, New Haven
The past hundred years, part 1
John Kruchok
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(anne.bosse@att.net, 203-933-3810) or 
lay chairperson, John Kr uchok 
(jklmu75@aol.com, 203-499-9584). 

On Saturday evening, August 8, 
2015, at 4:30 PM, a panikhida remem-
bering all of the departed of the parish 
for the past 100 years will be served 
prior to Great Vespers. 

The Early Years
Holy Transfiguration had its be-

ginnings in July, 1915, when a small 
group of Russian immi-
grants, primarily Belaru-
sian, purchased a old 
Baptist church building 
and a small two-story 
house on Dixwell Avenue 
for the purpose of estab-
lishing a mission parish in 
the city of New Haven, 
under the North Ameri-
can Archdiocese of the 
Russ i an Or thodox 
Church. There were nu-
merous parishes already 
established within Con-
nect icut inc lud ing 
Br idgeport , Ansonia , 
New Britain, Waterbury, 
Terryville, Meriden and 
Hartford.

The early years were filled with 
financial struggles, the effects of the 
Russian Revolution and the challenges 
from the so-called “Living Church” 
movement which attempted to seize 
parish property in America. The years 
1915–1940 included clergy changes 
every few years as the parish had a 
difficult time financially supporting a 
priest. The parish stabilized in 1940 
with the assignment of Fr. Victor 
Nedzelnitsky who led the parish 
through the World War II years. 

Post-War Changes
The post-war era saw the parish 

grow dramatically into the fifties and 
it became apparent that the parish 
needed to build a new church to meet 
its needs and at a time when the 
neighborhood around the church was 
deteriorating. In July, 1957 property 
was purchased at 285 Alden Avenue in 
the Westville section of New Haven. 

In March, 1959, the Rt. Rev. Paul 
Zlatkowski was assigned as assistant 

pastor to Fr. Nedzelnit-
sky, who retired a short 
time later. A building 
fund was established with 
many individuals making 
personal appeals to pa-
rishioners requesting sac-
rificial giving to make a 
new church a reality. 
     The task of selecting 
an architectural plan was 
the subject of much de-
bate within the parish 
and lasted nearly five 
years. The plan selected 
was a cross-shaped edifice 
o f poured concrete , 
topped by a gold fiber-
glass large cupola. The 

windows, placed only in the corners of 
each of the four sections were initially 
a problem in getting a hierarchical 
blessing, but eventually they were ap-
proved. 

The new church opened for its 
first services on January 6, 1967, 
Christmas Eve on the parish’s liturgi-
cal calendar. The church was dedi-
cated and formally consecrated on 
May 27, 1967 by Metropolitan Ireney, 
assisted by Fr. Paul and area clergy. 
The final cost was $247,743.41.

Holy Transfiguration to 10

Holy Transfig-
uration had its 
beginnings in 
July, 1915.
…

The new 
church opened 
for its first 
services on 
January 6, 1967
—Christmas 
Eve.

mailto:anne.bosse@att.net
mailto:anne.bosse@att.net
mailto:jklmu75@aol.com
mailto:jklmu75@aol.com
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In this year, 2015,  we are celebrat-
ing the 25th Anniversary of the found-
ing of our parish. Accordingly, and 
with God’s help, the parish has under-
taken a series of events designed to 
help us celebrate throughout the year. 
On March 22, our church  was pleased 
to host Mission Vespers for the Con-
necticut Deanery. Attendance was 
great, despite the snow still lingering. 
We also prayed for newly departed 
Protopresbyter Thomas Hopko—may 
his memory be eternal! 

One week later, March 28, we 
hosted for our local community a free 
Pysanky egg decorating workshop. 
This was attended by about 15 people.  
Many of the Pysanky eggs produced 
were beautiful, despite the occasional 
sudden accidental drop of a raw egg in 
progress! A beautiful photo of some of 
our completed eggs was featured on 
the front page of our local newspaper 
together with an article about Ortho-
dox Pascha. 

Coming up on May 16, we are of-
fering free to our community, and to 
all those Orthodox and non-Orthodox 
interested in attending, a lecture/
retreat by V. Rev. Andrew Tregubov. 
Father Tregubov has painted 16 icons 
for our church in the traditional egg 
tempera technique. On May 16, he 
hopes to be bringing our newest icon 
“Christ Pantocrator.” This is a great 
opportunity to meet Fr. Andrew, and 
to view the new 8 foot icon “up close” 
before it is installed onto the ceiling 
of the church.  There will be a break 
with a light reception, then the pres-
entation will continue, including an 

opportunity for questions and an-
swers. Vespers will be moved up to 4 
PM that day, and everyone is wel-
come. 

At 9:30 AM on June 14, on the 
Feast of All Saints of America, we will 
officially mark our 25th Anniversary 
with a Hierarchical Divine Liturgy 
with His Eminence, Archbishop 
Nikon, followed by a celebratory 
luncheon banquet nearby. The evening 
before, June 13, at 5:00 we will sing the 
Akathist Hymn to the Saints of North 
America, with the veneration of the 
relics of St. Herman of Alaska; St. In-
nocent, Apostle to America; St. Tik-
hon, Enlightener of North America; 
St. Raphael of Brooklyn; St. Nicholai 
of Zicha; St. Alexis of Wilkes Barre; 
and being received on this day, in-
credibly, also the relics of St. Basil of 
Afognak, St. John of San Francisco, 
and a relic of  St. Gregory the Theolo-
gian as well! 

We are continuing to plan events, 
God willing, through the end of the 
year, so hop on the web s i te , 
www.allsaintsofamerica.us for more 
information!(    (             ONE ☩

All Saints of America, Salisbury, 
Conn., celebrates 25 years
M. Evelyn Kreta

Right: The handiwork 
of the pysanky work-
shop at All Saints of 
America.

http://www.allsaintsofamerica.us
http://www.allsaintsofamerica.us
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While the completion of the new 
church project brought great joy to 
the parishioners who worked long and 
hard to make it a reality, there were 
many structural issues which brought 
heartache, headache and financial is-
sues. Among these included insuffi-
cient heating and high electrical costs, 
water leakage from the cupola, black 
deposits on the white walls and black 
discoloration of the fiberglass material 
on the dome. 

By November, 1967 the church 
sought legal counsel to rectify the 
problems. (In 1972, the church was 
awarded $40,000 for damages to the 
walls and carpeting from water leak-
age.) In 1968, a bingo committee was 
formed, headed by Robert and Vera 
(Bolash) Muthersbaugh which was 
very successful and a key factor in the 
parish’s ability to survive during many 
difficult years. 

It should also be noted the efforts 
of Lydia “Betty” Bolash, Ann Bolash 
and Victor Panko among others who 

labored long and hard and contributed 
sacrificially when parish needs arose. 
Church organizations such as the La-
dies Auxiliary, Sisterhood, Altar Guild 
and the New Haven “R” Club (FROC/
FOCA) supplemented parish needs 
when called upon for service. Fr. Paul 
Zlatkowski served approximately 
twenty years at Holy Transfiguration, 
at the time, the longest tenure of any 
priest assigned to the parish. By the 
end of the 1970’s, with his retirement 
nearing, the parish prepared for the 
next chapter, the selection of a new 
pastor. 

(To be continued in an upcoming issue.)
  ONE ☩

Holy Transfiguration from 8

Above and Below: 
Scenes from Mission 
Vespers of the Deanery 
of Connecticut at All 
Saints of America this 
past Great Lent. See the 
article on the previous 
page.
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Here are the details concerning this year’s Youth Rally: 
 

New England Diocesan Youth Rally 2015 
 

When:  August 10-15, 2015  
(Rally Staff arrives the evening before Rally begins, on Sunday evening, August 9) 

Who:  All diocesan youth who have completed fifth grade and have not yet 
celebrated their 18th birthday are eligible to attend Youth Rally, (together with 

adults who are interested in and eligible to serve as leaders!) 

Where:  At the Campgrounds of the Greek Orthodox Metropolis of Boston’s Saint 
Methodios Faith and Heritage Center, Contoocook, New Hampshire, (the same 

place as last year!) 

For further information and to request registration 
materials, please call or email Fr. John Hopko, Youth 
Rally Director, at phone number (860) 582-3631, or 

email address saintcyril@snet.net 
 

NOTE: The FIRM deadline for youth registration is July 6, 2015  
(Potential Staff Members should contact Fr. John right away!)  

 
We can’t wait to see you at Youth Rally this year! 

 

------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Adult Staff Members (Volunteers) Required: 

We require volunteer adult staff members for the New England Diocesan Youth Rally 
2015. Adult Staff Members need to be active Orthodox Christian communicants of at 
least 18 years old who have the blessing of their parish priest (i.e, the priest who 
regularly hears their confession) to participate and who have been approved as staff 
by Fr. John Hopko, Rally Director, on behalf of the Diocese of New England. 
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